BARBARA SJOHOLM 

PO Box 1705

Port Townsend WA 98368

360 385 9329

sjoholm@seanet.com
www.barbarasjoholm.com
Freelance Translator, Writer: 1978-present. 

Director: Women in Translation, Seattle. (An independent, non-profit publishing company specializing in translations from other languages into English.) 1988 to 2004.
Publisher and editor:  Seal Press, Seattle. 1976-1994. (Co-founder and co-owner 1976-2001).

Translator:  from Norwegian & Danish
Author:  as Barbara Wilson, nine mysteries, several story collections, three novels, a memoir, and a young adult novel. As Barbara Sjoholm,  an anthology, travel narratives, and fiction (see list of publications).  Essays have appeared in Scandinavian Studies, Smithsonian, The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, Slate, American Scholar, Harvard Review, Feminist Studies, Michigan Quarterly Review, Antioch Review, Fourth Genre, ZYZZYVA, North American Review, Women’s Review of Books and many other journals. 
Grants, Awards and Nominations: 

King County Arts Commission, 1979; fiction fellowship
Seattle Arts Commission: 1988; fiction fellowship
Columbia Translation Prize, 1985, for Cora Sandel: Selected Short Stories, 
British Crime Writers Award, 1991, for Gaudi Afternoon . Best mystery set in Europe.

Lambda Literary Award, 1991, for Gaudi Afternoon. Best lesbian mystery

PEN Center USA, 1998. Finalist for Best Creative Nonfiction for Blue Windows

Lambda Literary Award, 1998, for Blue Windows. Best lesbian autobiography
Seattle Arts Commission, 1999; creative non-fiction fellowship

PEN Center USA, 2005, Finalist for Best Creative Nonfiction for The Pirate Queen

Danish Arts Fund, 2007, travel grant

American-Scandinavian Foundation, 2009; travel fellowship
American-Scandinavian Foundation, 2016-2017; travel fellowship
Historical Novel Society, 2016, for best indie novel, Fossil Island

National Endowment for the Arts, Translation Fellowship, 2016-2017

American-Scandinavian Translation Prize, 2016, for Helene Uri’s Clearing Out
Other Awards and Residencies:

United States representative to International Lahti Writers Festival in Finland, 1993 (U.S. State Department sponsored)

Reading Tour around U.K. with P.D. James and other mystery writers, British Arts Council, 1994

Brisons Veor, writing residence, Cornwall, U.K., 1999

Reykjavik Writers Union, residency, 2000

Finnish Writers Union, residency, Helsinki, 2002 

Barents Literary Centre, Overkalix, Sweden, residency, 2002

Baltic Writers Centre, Gotland, Sweden, residency, 2003

MacDowell Fellowship, Winter 2007 

Hedgebrook, residency, Spring 2007

Baltic Writers Centre, Gotland, Sweden, residency, 2008
PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS on the Sámi

International Conference on Johan Turi, Tromsø University, Tromsø Norway, March 2011
Society for the Advancement of Scandinavian Studies (SASS) Conference, San Francisco, 

California, May 2013; Minneapolis, MN, 2017; Madison, WI, 2019
University of Washington, Seattle, sponsored by Scandinavian Department, November 2013

Portland State University, Portland, sponsored by Scandinavian Heritage Foundation, 

January, 2014
Nordiska Museet, Stockholm, Sweden, on the occasion of Emilie Demant Hatt exhibit, March 2014

Women’s Library, Copenhagen, Denmark, on Emilie Demant Hatt, March 2014

Swedish Cultural Center, Seattle, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2015
Nordic Heritage Museum, Seattle, 2007, 2013, 2015, 2017

Jokkmokk winter market, Jokkmokk, Sweden on Demant Hatt’s life and art, sponsored by Attje, the national Sami museum (February, 2016)

Swedish-American Institute, Minneapolis, MN 2019

Pacific Lutheran University, Parkland WA, By the Fire, with Sámi-American guests, 2019

Pacific Lutheran University, Parkland WA, keynote speech for National Sámi Day, Feb 6, 2020

Jefferson County Library, Port Townsend, By the Fire, 2019
Daughters of Norway, Port Townsend, By the Fire, 2019
Sons of Norway, on By the Fire, with Sámi-American guests, 2019

American Swedish Institute, Minneapolis, By the Fire, with Sámi-American guests, 2019
Nordic Museum, Seattle, By the Fire, with Sámi-American guests, 2019
Scandinavia House, NYC, From Lapland to Sápmi, 2023 (virtual)

Nordic Museum, Seattle, From Lapland to Sápmi, 2023

University of Minnesota, Duluth, From Lapland to Sápmi, 2023

American Swedish Institute, Minneapolis, From Lapland to Sápmi, 2023

St Olaf College, Northfield, MN, From Lapland to Sápmi, 2023

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Ambitious Women, novel. NY, Spinsters Ink, 1982 ( o.p.); UK, Women's Press, 1983; Hamburg, Germany, Argument Verlag,  1992.
Murder in the Collective, mystery. Seal Press, 1984 ; Women's Press,  1984/Virago, 1994; Fischer Verlag, 1985/ Argument Verlag, 1996.

Sisters of the Road. mystery. Seal Press, 1986; Women's Press, 1987/Virago, 1994; Argument, 1993; Tammi, Finland, 1992.
This mystery was also a QPBC selection, and was optioned for film for two years by Nova Productions in Canada.
Dog Collar Murders,  mystery. Seal Press, 1989; Virago, 1989: Argument, 1991; Tammi, Finland, 1994; Florence, Italy, Estro Editrice, 1993; Japan, Pandora Books, 1996.
Cows and Horses, novel.  Portland, Oregon, The Eighth Mountain Press, 1988; Virago, 1989; Argument, 1994.
Miss Venezuela , short stories (title story included in Pushcart Prize anthology), Seal Press, 1988. Women's Press, UK published a section of this book from an earlier collection, entitled Walking on the Moon  in 1985.
Gaudi Afternoon,  mystery.  Seal Press, 1990; Virago, 1991; Argument, 1992; Japan, Pandora, 1996. Now a film directed by Susan Seidelman, starring Judy Davis and Marcia Gay Harden.
Trouble in Transylvania, mystery. Seal Press, hardcover, 1993, trade paper, 1994; Vira

go, 1993; Argument, 1994.
If You Had a Family, novel, Seal Press, 1996. Argument, 1997.

Blue Windows: A Christian Science Childhood,  a memoir, Picador USA, 1997; pbk, 1998.

The Death of a Much-Travelled Woman, collection of mystery stories, most previously anthologized, Third Side Press, 1998. Argument, 1997.

Salt Water and Other Stories, short fiction, Alyson Press, 1999.

The Case of the Orphaned Bassoonists, mystery, Seal Press, 2000, Argument 2000.

A Clear Spring, young adult novel, Feminist Press, 2002.

The Pirate Queen: In Search of Grace O’Malley and Other Legendary Women of the Sea, travel-history narrative, Seal Press, 2004.

Incognito Street: How Travel Made Me a Writer, travel memoir, Seal Press, 2006

The Palace of the Snow Queen: Winter Travels in Lapland, Shoemaker & Hoard/ Counterpoint, 2007 University of Minnesota Press reprint with new afterword, 2023

Fossil Island, novel, Cedar Street, 2015

The Former World, novel, Cedar Street, 2015
Black Fox: A Life of Emilie Demant Hatt, Artist and Ethnographer, University of Wisconsin Press, 2017
From Lapland to Sápmi: Collecting and Returning Sámi Craft and Culture, University of Minnesota Press, 2023
Translations from Norwegian and Danish
Cora Sandel : Selected Short Stories, Seal Press, 1985.
Nothing Happened, novel by Ebba Haslund, Seal Press, 1987.
Backstreets , full-length non-fiction book about prostitution in Norway by Liv Finstad and Cecelie Høigård , co-translated with Katherine Hanson, Temple University Press, 1992. 
Contributions to An Everyday Story: Norwegian Women’s Fiction, edited by Katherine Hanson (Seal Press, 1984), and Echo: Scandinavian Stories About Girls, edited by Katherine Hanson and Ia Dubois (Women in Translation, 2001). I translated stories by Tove Nilsen, Vigdis Stokkelien, and Cora Sandel.
With the Lapps in the High Mountains by Emilie Demant Hatt, University of Wisconsin Press, 2013 (Danish).
Pictures of Longing: Photography in Norwegian-American Emigration by Sigrid Lien, University of Minnesota Press, 2018 (Norwegian).
By the Fire: Sami Folktales and Legends, collected and illustrated by Emilie Demant Hatt, University of Minnesota Press, 2019 (Danish).
Clearing Out by Helene Uri, University of Minnesota Press, 2019 (Norwegian).
Classic Sámi Folktales and Legends, collected by J.K. Qvigstad, University of Minnesota Press, forthcoming 2025 (Norwegian).

Editor/co-editor

The Things That Divide Us, co-edited with Faith Conlon and Rachel da Silva, Seal Press, 1985 

Backbone: Northwest Women's Writing. vols 1-3, Seal Press, 1977-1982.

Steady As She Goes: Women's Adventures at Sea, Seal Press, 2003

Anthologies (non-fiction)

"A Glacier Summer" in Another Wilderness, edited by Susan Fox Rogers (Seal Press, 1994) "Invisible" in Lesbian Travels, edited by Lucy Jane Bledsoe (Whereabouts Press, 1998) 

"Joshua Tree" in Traveling Souls: Contemporary Pilgrimage Stories, edited by Brian Bouldrey (Whereabouts Press, 1999) 

"Halibut Woman" in A Woman Alone: Travel Tales from Around the World, edited by Faith Conlon, Ingrid, Emerick and Christina Henry de Tessan (Seal Press, 2001)

“Wonder Voyages,” in Face to Face: Women Write About God, edited by Brenda Peterson and Linda Hogan (North Point, 2004)

"The Ice Palace," in Rereadings, edited by Anne Fadiman (FSG, 2005)

“Lightened: in Go Your Own Way, edited by Faith Conlon, Ingrid Emerick, Cristina Henry de Tessan (Seal Press, 2007)
Journalism and Essays 

"Epiphany at Joshua Tree" in Salon, 1999 

"The Palace of the Snow Queen" in The American Scholar , Fal, 2002) 

"Across the Maelstrom" in The Michigan Quarterly, Summer, 2002, "Notable essay of 2002" in Best American Essays 2003
"The Baskets" in ZYZZYVA, Winter, 2002
"The Lonely Voyage of Betty Mouat" in North American Review, Spring, 2003
"A Team of One's Own," in The New York Times (March 2, 2003)

"Incognito Street" in The American Scholark Summer 2003

"Santa's Post Office" in Smithsonian (December, 2003)

"Winter Tourism" in Brick, Winter, 2003

"Things To Be Marveled At Rather Than Examined" in Antioch Review, Spring, 2004

"The Castles of Grace O'Malley" in The Los Angeles Times (May, 2004)

“Winter Travels in Samiland,” five-part series with photos in Slate (February, 2004). “Notable essay in Best Travel Writing 2004
“The Natural History of My Begonia,” in Fourth Genre, Fall, 2004

"Leif's Unlucky Sister" in Smithsonian (December, 2004

“Mr. Butler Goes to Lapland,” in Antioch Review ,Spring, 200)

"Lapponia," in Harvard Review Fall, 2005,

"How the Wild Reindeer Was Tamed, in the Antioch Review, Spring 2007

"Pirates of the High C's" in Slate (May 2007)

"Deborah Dempsey: Columbia Bar Pilot," in Pacific Northwest Yachting (March 2009)
"What We Want: Two Danish Women Painters," art essay in Feminist Studies, Fall 2009
“How the Fisher Came Back Home,” in Antioch Review, Winter 2010
“How the Book Muittalus Samid Birra Was Created: Johan Turi’s Classic Sámi Narrative as a Publishing Project,” in Scandinavian Studies, Fall, 2010.

“Remapping the Tourist Road,” in Harvard Review, Spring, 2012

“The Art of Recalling: Lapland and the Sami in the Art of Emilie Demant Hatt and Johan Turi." Feminist Studies, vol. 40 no. 2, 2014.
Translation

Selections from With the Lapps in the High Mountains by Emilie Demant Hatt in Two Lines XIV, Spring, 2007

Selections from With the Lapps in the High Mountains by Emilie Demant Hatt in The Antioch Review, Spring, 2008

Selections from With the Lapps in the High Mountains by Emilie Demant Hatt in Orion Magazine (web version), July, 2008

Selections from With the Lapps in the High Mountains by Emilie Demant Hatt, Natural Bridges, University of Missouri, Fall, 2008
Selection from Clearing Out by Helene Uri, Two Lines, Fall 2016

Selection from Clearing Out by Helene Uri, Scandinavian Review, Spring 2017
