Tarjei Vesaas

The Birds
Nature reveals secrets to Mattis. He can decipher the language of birds. He can read the
letters that the woodcock writers to him with its beak and feet. And he can articulate
the deepest questions of life: Why are things the way they are? he asks the friendly
farmer’s wife who offers him coffee when he has again failed in doing the work he has
been asked to do.
No-one can offer any answers, but the author tells the story in such a way that the
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reader comes to share his empathy for Mattis, while still understanding Mattis’s sister
Hege and all those who want to help Mattis, but who can’t reach all the way in to him.
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Tarjei Vesaas was a modernist who maintained a degree of
technical experimentation throughout his work. He is
regarded as one of Scandinavia’s foremost twentiethcentury writers and was the first Norwegian to win the
Nordic Council's Prize.

Tarjei Vesaas was born on a farm in Vinje in 1897. He was
the oldest of three sons, and as the oldest he was entitled to inherit the farm. But Vesaas
understood early that he was set out to become a writer.
Vesaas started writing poems and articles for newspapers at the age of 23. The year
after, he won a price for one of his poems, which led him to send some of his work to a
publisher. He got turned down several times, but in 1922 he won a contest for short
stories, and shortly after this, his first novel, The Children of Humans (Menneskebonn,
1923) was published.
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