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The story begins in the 1950s with the lives of five families in Sauda, a small town in
West Norway. From here the book sweeps the world, travelling back and forth in time
and through generations, back to the Finnish Civil War, through the Kanawha Valley
in West Virginia, to Bhopal in the Indian State of Madhya Pradesh, through the entire
Norwegian post-war era and across Oslo's Ekeberg Fields, back to Sauda and the
Grand Manila Café. As things always seem to, the story reaches its finale in a semi-
detached house on the outskirts of town.

Kjartan Fløgstad

Kjartan Fløgstad (1944) is widely regarded as one of the
most important and influential Norwegian writers today.

Since the literary début in 1968, he has written twelve
novels, several collections of poetry, essays, mysteries, short
stories, travelogues, plays and non-fiction. In 1977 he was
awarded The Nordic Council’s Prize for Dalen Portland,
his definite international break-through.
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