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Where the Trail Ends

From Brage Prize–winning author Tore Kvæven comes an evocative novel
about love and loss, the trails we follow, and the moments that alter the course
of a life.

Torstein grows up on a remote mountain farm in Sirdal, at the end of the nineteenth
century. His world is small but complete: the farm, the changing seasons, the
mountains he knows by heart – and Theoline, the spirited girl from the neighbouring
farm who has been his closest companion since childhood.

But this summer, something is shifting. His friendship with Theoline is becoming
something neither of them quite knows how to name. His father expects more of him.
And the familiar world of childhood is beginning to give way to something more
uncertain. Then the world Torstein has always taken for granted begins to unravel, and
childhood comes to an abrupt end.

Set against the stark beauty of the Norwegian mountains, Where the Trail Ends is a
finely observed novel about the bonds that shape us, the losses that change us, and what
happens when the world we have always known can no longer remain the same.

With his story of Torstein’s hunting expedition, Tore Kvæven has
earned his place among the very finest writers in Nordic literature.
- Adressa

A superb Norwegian novel! Tore Kvæven’s new historical novel set in
the Middle Ages is so exceptional and superbly well written, that VG’s
reviewer went back to re-read some chapters several times.
- VG, About When the Land Darkens

Tore Kvæven

Tore Kvæven (b. 1969) made his debut in 2011 with Hard
Is the Law of My Land. He received the most prestigious
literary award Brageprisen in 2018 for When the land
darkens. He works as a school teacher and sheep farmer. In
2022, he received the prestigious Stig Sæterbakken
Memorial Award.

Samlaget  2026

350 pages

Original title: Eit spor til endes

ISBN: 9788234016677

FOREIGN RIGHTS

Northern Stories

Agent: Dilani Vamapahan

dilani@northernstories.no

Northernstories.no

RIGHTS SOLD TO

See updated rights here

AWARDS

For When the land darkens:

2019 Sørlandets Literary Award

2018 The Brage Award

2019 Sørlandets Literary Award

OTHER TITLES

Hard is the law of my land, 2011

When the land darkens, 2018

Red dust, 2023

Northern Stories

www.northernstories.no

Last updated September 10, 2026 at booksfromnorway.com, a website providing you with information in English about Norwegian literature.

https://northernstories.no/home
https://northernstories.no/books/239-tore-kvaeven-where-the-trail-ends

