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Drought Summer is Steinar Opstad’s first novel. 

It tells the story of twelve-year-old Snorre Buvin, who lives through a dramatic
summer, both in wardly and outwardly. The village of Vestre Spån is suffering from
drought, and his father, along with the other farmers, fears the consequences. Snorre’s
mother becomes mentally ill and is eventually hospitalized. The neighboring farmer
Rolleiv becomes important to Snorre, until something happens between them that
should never have happened. Snorre feels different. At times, he does not know
whether he is a boy, a girl, or an elf. 

Drought Summer is written in a vivid, poetic language that cultivates a distinctly literary
orality.

‘Steinar Opstad makes his fiction debut with a deeply moving story
that stays with the reader. […] Drought Summer is not a dark novel.
It is filled with light: a beautiful and tender story of close friendships,
first love, and the courage to be yourself.’
- Dagens Næringsliv

‘Steinar Opstad’s debut novel is an intense and exceptionally strong
portrayal of youthful desire.’
- Klassekampen

Steinar Opstad

Steinar Opstad (b. 1971) is a Norwegian poet based in
Oslo. He has studied German, the history of religion, and
literary studies at the Universities of Oslo and Bergen.
Drought Summer is his first novel.
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