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OSELVAR

Kjell Magnus @kland

Oselvar
The h’ving Boat

The Oselvar is Norway's national boat and in 2016 was the first Norwegian
contribution to be included in the UNESCO list of good practices in the protection of
intangible cultural heritage. In connection with this, Skald forlag and the

Oselvarklubben are publishing the book Oselvar — the living boat.

The Oselvar is a traditional clinker-built wooden boat from Hordaland. The boat has
been most common as a utility boat from Bemlo in the south to Fedje in the north, but
examples of its use can be found along the entire Norwegian coast, on Shetland and on
the Orkney Islands. With a still living tradition of building and using it, the boat type

differs from many other traditional boats.

The book is the first comprehensive presentation of the diversity of the history of the
Oselvaren, and presents a varied historical and technical material in popular science
form. Much of this has not previously been published. The book contains text, images,
tables, maps, figures and drawings and old photographs. Furthermore, the book
contains folkloristic material with a large gallery of characters as well as a number of
elements regarding intangible cultural heritage and action-based knowledge. The book
reflects the coastal, sports and folk culture in Western Norway through several
centuries, with detours along the entire Norwegian coast and abroad. The focus of the

book is also forward in time, with practical advice for new boat users.

"This is a book that belongs on the bookshelf ofanyone who loves

coastal culture.”

- Trond J. Hansen, Batmagasinet

"Fantastic visual material and a wealth of lexical detail make this

book a journey through history."

- Fredrik Wandrups utvalgte, Dagbladet

"It's a lot of material collected between two covers, it's going to be hard

to find cmything new after this. Highly recommended.”

- Arne Emil Christensen, Bladet Kysten

"The book about Oselvaren is the most powerful work I have ever

seen.”

- Bjarte Botnen, Vart land

"You are left with thefeeh'ng that you are taking part in every single
event in the history of Oselvaren throughout the 550 pages of the book.

Simply a masterpiece!"
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- Morten Jensen, Seilmagasinet

"The book is the ultimate wet dream of every wooden boat enthusiast
around the coast. This cornucopia of a monumental work constitutes
the first comprehensive presentation of the diversity of the history of the

Oselvaren.”
- Reidar Skarbg, Nytt i Uka

"The graphic design is fabulously done.”

- Arne Aarseth, Os- og Fusaposten

Kjell Magnus @kland

Kjell Magnus Gkland (b. 1977) holds a cand. mag. from the University of Bergen with
a degree in cultural studies, history and media studies. He has worked as a journalist
and historian. Pkland grew up racing with Oselvar and has been on the board and care

of Oselvaren since 1990.

Last updated December 16, 2025 at booksfromnorway.com, a website providing you with information in English about Norwegian literature.



