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The House Sparrow
The Bird That Conquered Civilization

The house sparrow, The Bird That Conquered Civilization is a captivating and
thought-provoking exploration of the interaction between nature and man.

Throughout the ages, the house sparrow has been man’s faithful companion – a small
and seemingly insignificant bird, but with an overwhelming ability to adapt to the
environments we create. Glenn-Peter Sætre takes us on a sensational journey that sheds
light on how the house sparrow has followed the development of humanity, from
ancient farming societies to today’s big cities.

From Harappa of the Indusian civilization to ancient Athens, from the neon-flashing
boulevards of Las Vegas to the train stations of Siberia, the house sparrow is emerging.
Why has the house sparrow become a global success in our modern world? The book
sheds light on the species’ close ties to human culture, migration and history, and
provides insight into the whimsical mechanisms of evolution and the adaptability of the
house sparrow.

Through the story of the house sparrow, we are invited to reflect on our own impact
on the world.
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The author Glenn-Peter Sætre is a trained biologist and is a
professor of evolutionary biology at the University of Oslo.
He has particularly researched speciation among birds.
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