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Gordon Mo works in the Ministry of Agriculture and is the very model of a grey
bureaucrat. But inside he’s seething and now and then he has to relieve the pressure:
that’s when he checks into a hotel and lets off a bit of steam from the pressure cooker.
This works fine until one day at work when a cake is served up in his honour: that day,
unfortunately, the pressure becomes too much for Gordon Mo. To cut a long story
short, by the next day he no longer works at the ministry. But unlike many 60-year-
old bureaucrats who lose their jobs, Gordon Mo is not superfluous: a shy old man who’s
seething inside needs something.

This is the starting point for Gordon Mo’s journey, which begins at an institution
outside Baltimore that is supposed to get him back on his feet again. There he
encounters the night watchman, Only Me, who will turn out to play a decisive role in
the novel. What’s more, there’s a certain Frans Meek in the background who’s pulling
the strings and ensuring that things continue to boil over here and there.

A Random Norwegian takes the pulse of our age with stinging wit and warmth.
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