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In the periodic table you will find everything you need to know about the world
around you from how the oxygen in the air gets into the blood when you breathe and
why the steak becomes so juicy and delicious when you cook it correctly - to why steel
gets stronger with the right combination of metals.
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But the history of the periodic table is also a history of those who discovered the
elements and their time. It is the story of how chemistry became a science – from the
Greeks' first hesitant attempt, through gold-thirsty alchemists to modern research
laboratories. It's the story of luck and bad luck – and of sloppiness. And as always when
it comes to new discoveries, there are stories of jealousy, envy and pursuit of honor and
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fame.

At its best, Torgersen resembles Bill Bryson and his brilliant «A short
story of almost everything ».
- Gemini.no

Torgersen chooses a good storytelling concept in Geniuses, charlatans
and 50 buckets of urine, the book largely tells the story of all the
people behind the discovery of the various elements. There are dramatic
life stories, intrigues, tragedies and funny anecdotes. It is simply good
dissemination.
- Prosa

Eivind Torgersen
Eivind Torgersen (born 1970) is a journalist at the online
journal Forskning.no. Here he has rediscovered the
curiosity about natural sciences from his childhood – and
not least the nerdy fascination for the periodic table and all
the elements. He has also published another book about the
elements called « The whole world in your pocket».
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