SUMMARY
Panther Battalion: The Fortress of Evil
By Arne Lindmo | Illustrated by Ida Skjelbakken

A fully illustrated, full-color historical adventure novel for middle-grade readers
(approx. 9—13 years).

November 1942. Norway is under Nazi occupation.

Twelve-year-old Petter and his best friend Sara spend their school recess playing war
games—imagining themselves heroes fighting Hitler. But when a new girl joins their
class, their childish play collides with brutal reality.

Hanna is the daughter of the German commandant stationed at the local fortress. She
arrives from Berlin carrying the propaganda she has been taught: Jews are the enemy.
Sara, however, is Jewish.

What begins as classroom tension quickly escalates into tragedy. Sara’s parents are
arrested. Her grandmother is shot. Petter’s attempt to intervene leads him into direct
conflict with German soldiers—and ultimately into the heart of the fortress itself.
With Hanna’s unexpected help, Petter launches a reckless rescue mission. What they
discover inside the fortress is far more terrifying than they imagined: Nazi leaders are
preparing to deploy a massive experimental “super bomb” by submarine—a weapon
powerful enough to destroy all of London.

Suddenly, the children are no longer just trying to save one friend. They may be the
only ones who can prevent catastrophe. In a daring sequence that blends historical
detail with high-stakes adventure, the trio:

e Escape imprisonment through a ventilation shaft,

e Seize control of a German Panther tank,

o Help local resistance fighters capture the fortress,

e And ultimately confront a submarine carrying the devastating bomb.

At the heart of the story lies a powerful moral dilemma:
e |sitright to risk the lives of a few to save millions?
e Can friendship survive ideology?
e And can a child unlearn hatred taught by adults?

Hanna must choose between loyalty to her father and doing what is right. Petter must
confront the consequences of his impulsiveness. Sara must find strength in the face of
persecution.
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The climax delivers thrilling action, but the emotional resolution is rooted in courage,
forgiveness, and the belief that individuals—even children—can change history.

Themes
e Friendship across enemy lines
e Moral courage and responsibility
e The Holocaust and persecution of Norwegian Jews
e Resistance and solidarity
e The dangers of propaganda
e “What if?” alternate-history tension grounded in real WWII events

Historical Context
The novel is inspired by real events during the Nazi occupation of Norway, including:
e The deportation of Norwegian Jews in 1942
e German submarine bases along the Norwegian coast
e Naziresearch into nuclear weapons and heavy water
While the children’s tank capture and atomic plot are fictional, the historical
framework is accurate and carefully researched. A factual afterword explains the real
historical background.

Positioning
Panther Battalion: The Fortress of Evil combines:
e The emotional depth of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (for younger readers)
e The historical resistance spirit of Number the Stars
e The action-driven pace of a cinematic WWII adventure
o Fullyillustrated, full-color storytelling that increases accessibility and
commercial appeal

Triology
Panther Battalion: The Fortress of Evil is the first book in a planned trilogy, launching
an action-driven WWII adventure series centered on the “Panther Battalion.”
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