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This is a baby



While all parents like to imagine they've So it's wholly acceptable to joke, talk, brag
created a comp|e‘re|y unique citizen of the and bitch about babies
world, all babies are essen‘rio“y the same
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Because, irrespective of how bad Jrhings geft, it could be obso/ufe/y any boby at all
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Because said baby is not yet a person A baby is a baby, is a baby, is a baby



You can, for instance, share certain boby moments The same cannot be said for your friends
on social media
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Because these posts aren’t really about the This isn't even my baby, actually
babies at all; they're about their parents



My 3dctual kids
ave nwow alwost old

Stovies

And, given
babies can’t vead,
've created this book

W the hope that it
w3y resonate
with you

?OSS'\b\\j

So this book isn't veally
about babies at all, it's

enough to tell theiv own all about
out wme

Look, 'w 3 vet
for the aliens!

well, the wovst
cadse Scenavio 18
you don't vecognise
yoursel§ at all, and .
can instead velish
the $act \jOM’Ve
a §ar wove stable
ndividual thawn |




PART 1:CHILDFREE AND HAPPY

Some time ago, it was popu|or to post pictures of your
younger self and compare them to the current iteration.

And thewn | had 3 kids
within the Space of two
years, and 'm now into
decluttering

Ten-years-younger-me just wouldn't get now-me,

which isn't por’ricu|or|y weird



From a young age, | understood that there are two types of peop|e in this world:
those who've o|wc1ys known ’rhey want kids, and everyone else

So we wneed 3 kids’ voow,
'cause Barbie’s qunna have Sour kids:
two blonde and two brunette

Yeah but where's the Magic ?ovxxj
headquarters qunna go, then?

This 1S Angeling -
She cawn §art and wee, This 18
tool Dr. whiskevtown,
He has 3 PHD n
Pavapsychology,

and collects

Bronze Age
Jewellevy,

For me, there were fews Jrhings as deep|y Teddies, on the other hand, covered both
tedious as do||s, regorc”ess of their an intrinsic cudd|e—neeo|, and were far more
ques’rionob|e bodi|y functions interesting characters
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Even so, babies were my everyday, because, as |
reached puberfy, my parents decided to start on
a second batch

I+ was oc‘ruo”y pretty cool for my teenage
sister and | to suddenly have “proper” kids
about the p|oce

p

And said toddlers and infants gave us a
certain status among our peers, who were
very keen on bgbysiﬁing

can | change her
nappy, pleeease?
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The highlight of my day when an adult
mistook me for their mother

dunuuuw, .,

Awww 13 She
yours?)

She thinks | had
Sex..!




( B
| spent much of my feens in a house filled with
boby bottles, nappies, toys and genero| chaos.

@

My younger siblings meant | could still watch
cartoons comp|e’re|y without shame

t's Mummm-
va333aa, the ever
LWVING !

~

So by the time | moved away, it was as if I'd already had kids. | was very ready for a

new, child-free phose fo begin
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The whole world |cty before me, and | had no intention of |effing cmyfhing stop me exp|oring

Thing5 you
alvéady

knew, ovev-

comqlicamd




Besides, | already had a travel companion..

oh hil 'm
youv ey
child!

Yedh...
’I'Y\j’ms wot to

Remewber: now \jou’\re
living dlone, you can
edt jam Strdight from

the javr

check t out -

a THOUSAND
CHANNELS

Aaaand you
can vead ownline
cavtoowns

you can watch TV
whenever you want,
and theve 3ave, like,

\

The Proto-Norse language developed
into Old Norse by the 8th century, and
0Old Norse began to develop into the
modern North Germanic languages in the
mid-to-late 14th century
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%encihg class!
actually sounds




+teen

Scream
“yo WAY, ?‘&!n

Inwnev

agev,

Tickets

Please

No shit.
That's why

Mhw,

wm wy +teens

| was wo wa\, weavr
that interesting

-.?a

.;-A
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And you'll distract we as wuch as
wy innev child, presumably

No, wdte. Just heve

to wmake suve you like
the vight things,
and seew cool

Oh yedh, | 3lso have
%aw\\, wajovr 1ssues
with duthovity

And U'm alveady
V\uvtuviha an excvuc‘uatimgl
vepvessed hatved of
wy own body

Brutal




Both versions of myse|F, however, shared a vision of my old age

W,

< LOBNLITC fgp

%@\'\c location

J

Loyal
UMpaniops

we'll eat
you when

All this seemed like a super|oﬁve way fo spend my fwi|igh+ years
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Well, that dream died a sudden, tragic death when | first developed a severe cat-allergy..

.. And then met a man with whom | actually seemed to have something in common

Theve's sowmething
beautiful about walking n
the graveyavrd at widnight,

) Tv\j t0
don't you think?

humour him/her,
Probably 3 goth
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When friends became parents in their twenties, | still seemed to be lacking their parent-gene

g N\ ( A
Um willing to die Sov hevr Tick tock, tick tock..?

.. PR

Not \jE-b, Wo...

t's wondevful

And | was far from alone, being part of a sardonic generation who both Fe‘igned
disinterest in just about everyfhing and revelled in our own collective inepfifude

HW\W\W\'
looks like ®oiled 3 whole e%! \ ' / /
$ive. This ONE THOUSAND \

1S §ine. ADULT POINTS
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As a modern woman, there was no expectation that | would have children in my twenties.

\{ou
REALLY
don't wneed
to have kids

At that time, | was

very gro‘re{u| to have
such progressive
parents, but it struck me
later on that she was
maybe trying to avoid
yet more babysitting




For me, the whole notion of the Biological Clock was just another of the Patriarchy’'s absurd inventions

P

W

N
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While I'm not particularly proud of it, | made a conscious decision to portray myself as someone
who knew obso|ufe|y nofhing about raising children

5

Pssst. Kids are really disgusting, yeah?

Oh really?

Honestly, not a
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But then one day..

And you avre..?

.. My own hypothetical
kids started furning up.
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| had always imagined that the Biological
Clock would manifest itself as some kind of
deep—roofed need to procreate

But it arrived instead in the form of new
perspectives
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Hey he-eey!
Iwmagine i§ you had
kids! what a wnovel

little thought
that s

Heh, yedh




For exomp|e, poren+o| characters in films and novels
became more visible, giving me an entirely new
perspective on pop culture.

Simba,
listen to your
§ather, he's so
wiuch older and
wiser thawn

you!

And while the
novel The Road
was, for many,

a ridiculously
depressing
apocalyptic vision
of a ruined planet,

it just really
made me want to
become a mum.

And 1S that
befove ov after
they shot all
those cannibals?

wWhat an enthralling
description of the

velationship between

child and guardian
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At the same time, | was worried that porenfhood would
change me. | finally had the life I'd wanted: a partner,
a job and a flat. Why not just lean back and enjoy it?

Rather than sudden|y Finding ourselves ..

.

fropped in a situation neither could chcmge

23




Or even worse: become one of those joy|ess hogs infent on stamping out hoppiness wherever it's found;
a figureheod for the c|ous+rophobic terraced-house-and-2,4-children life

oooh you
dissusﬁvxg wman,

No wove hobbies

Youvr childven
ARE your ife
- don't ever
%ovaet it
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| had far too many conversations with my inner teenager

You have to give up Not necessarily,

there are so many ways

your whole lifel
to raise kids these doys

Yeah but, there are

You said the same
always other people

N . when | got a boyfriend..
you have to

consider.

-

Yeah but
it ruins your
whole body!!

Well, aging is
0|reoo|y doing
T|’10T, SO...
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And for the record, | agree completely with those who view hoving kids as egoftism;

it is one of the most selfish acts imoginob|e.

s
It's not as if the kids themselves have a say in
the matter, either

No7pe.
Movtgaae
fivst,

~

( )

The fear of |iving out our final years alone is strong
and undoubJreoHy Why many become parents

we've ownly Visiting you
out of duty, Gvawn,

Quite
alright,

Eé%@

And for us secular types, our own clan is the closest we'll get to immortality

Look upon us with wercy,
0 Bewnevolent Matvidvch
of the Thevesatic ovder! Majestic

Sounder of our beloved tribe in the

dark ages aftev the Fivst Great

covond Plague. Havk havk!

Accept ouvr
humwble

wavrshwallow

o%&ev:vxgs
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S|ow|y but sure|y, a mental image of my life with
children oppeored ‘rhrough the Fog. And, given my
natural inclination towards pessimism, it looked
much like this

Simultaneously, | had a
growing sense that it would
all probob|y be fine

cholic

.
)
Everything covered N b /
(= 4
5 .

W banana and
cvuwmbs

EQV
deSenders

educational
toys No wove than
%odi\xj $luids 2 cownsecutive
cuvious places hours sleep Since
last year
STAINS EVERYWHERE
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A simp|e exercise in |ogic

-
-

Not

really

=

[

Are you actually as

cynical as you seem?

Do you want kids? Are you willing to
sacrifice peace and
Are you quiet for at least 18
( . evil? years?
_ - "’
You
Dunno Umm -
Probably wha
not
a N Y
Listen kiddo, there Remember:
in in ‘ choices
ain’t nothin” you can't b
handle if you're doing cannot be
. p revoked at
it for someone you
3am
love, get me?
- g
*Never, under any
A circumstances,
| leave major
Preach! life decisions

to a flow chart.

kSerious|y )

Jz

| am but a hollow

she”, a silent void

but for the snor|ing,
screaming winds

28




In the meantime, my favourite inner teen had another compe“ing argument

about the planet?
lsw't W\ak’ma wove
PeoPle the wovst thing

you can do? with,
ltke Acid Ran,
and the ozowne
La\jev- ..

A touch
outdated but
Yyou wmay have
3 pont.

She did, ocfuo”y, both that bringing more children into the world was not porﬂcu|or|y
green, and that the world in question could well be a pos’r—opoco|ypﬂc wasteland

Muw - check

the vadiation ﬂ J]
warning! we've

90ing out fovr ";i 1 on the voad 3¢ain---

a walk!

29
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But then again, not having kids felt a little like Maybe the solution to the world's problems
giving up. wasn't repressing my most fundamental needs.

| wanted to be someone who invested in

the future, both by making new people,
and securing their future.

But post-
pocalypse
sounded
cool...

30




\‘ oU ARE So
QUGHT, WHITNEY,

~N
Having kids was like tying myse|F to the future, a conscious effort to no |onger focus on myseH,
but instead on my greaft grondchi|o|ren
y AL
%] ”
Well, that's what | tell myself
\ J

31



To be hones‘r, Though, what | fear the most is that all the insufferable ‘rwo’rbogs of this world
will fill it with their gruesome oﬁspring, even‘ruo”y becoming the majority

In which case attack really is the best defence

32



[ Eventually, | even managed to convince the inner teen

1t's like twisting our bodies
3s 3 kind of F--- You to
Judgemewb Day

Pretty punk,
then, veally...
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So, there
was on|y
one thing
left to do



Ask the husband. It went a little somefhing like this.

2 X )

um. Y' know
Mw?

So--- Oh, never mind

&

(" well um \j’ know | wowndevred 1§ ) (' )
) = ) TR kids? Suve
waybe, possibly--+ you wanted: .-

.

Yeah, not por‘ricu|0r|\/ gooo| at ‘rg”(ing about imporftant stuff

34



Jue
So there we were, at the edge of a poren‘ro| precipice,

ready to leap into the unknown

,

Yeah, | know this metaphor doesn’t work as we'd crush the babies
when we jumped, but just ignore it and read on, o|righf? Cheers.

35



Unsure that you have what it takes to make babies?
Wh\/ not test your skills on inferior lifeforms?

ps®

Another level of responsibihfy but with violent
mood swings that approximate puber’ry.
Bonus role: grondporenf/fedd\/ bear

(0 )

( at )

36
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22222
Reminiscent of a new-born in calmer moments. Gives you oxygen for free, and while more Insta-
No real risk of onyfhing other than bread. Friend|\/ than the dough, a little more difficult to
keep alive. Still easy to rep|oce if mishops occur
- (' Sour Dough ) - ( Plant ) /
4 4 3
) wot cave dbout Yoy
o) cut of§ the

cvusts like
1ast time?

The classic Childish Boyfriend™ is an ideal test
in meeting comp|e>< emotional needs.

o 111 0\
( Man-child )
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The sands of time stand
still $or no-owne, Further
excuvsions in parenthood
can be found on the
following Pages, namely
Strips | did after Suddenly
§inding wmysel§ a wmother
of thvee...
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