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Evolution nature’s cultural history

The division between nature and culture is deeply rooted in our way of thinking. But
paradoxically nature has its own cultural history, its traditions of teaching and learning.
The diversity of life forms is often explained on a purely biological and genetic basis.
But life does not proceed independently of other influences, and organisms are not
genetically directed automatons. 

In his new book, Markus Lindholm shows how life on Earth is not just evolving
passively, but also evolving actively. This makes a dramatic difference, for it means that
organisms take an active part in their own development and in directing the course of
evolution.
This central theme is illustrated by a wide selection of exciting examples from nature,
in a book which opens up the possibility that it is not just biology and genes which can
shape culture, but that culture can also influence biology and genes.

English sample translation available
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Markus Lindholm is well known as a lecturer and writer,
with a particular interest in the relationship between
culture, philosophy and biology. His day to day work is as a
researcher at the Norwegian Institute for Water Research
(NIVA).
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