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Tarjei Vesaas

The Ice Palace

Unn walks too far into the frozen waterfall, and throughout one long winter, Siss fights
the frost of her own mind. The girls feel early on that there are ties between them that

they can’t explain. They are two of one, and one in two.

This is a novel about awakening emotions, about being alone and feeling like a
stranger in the world, about being a child and standing on the threshold of an adult
consciousness, and about the dark borderland of the mind where numerous forces,

dreams ands desires struggle for power.

Tarjei Vesaas

Tarjei Vesaas was a modernist who maintained a degree of
technical experimentation throughout his work. He is
regarded as one of Scandinavia’s foremost twentieth-
century writers and was the first Norwegian to win the

Nordic Council's Prize.

Tarjei Vesaas was born on a farm in Vinje in 1897. He was
the oldest of three sons, and as the oldest he was entitled to inherit the farm. But Vesaas

understood early that he was set out to become a writer.

Vesaas started writing poems and articles for newspapers at the age of 23. The year
after, he won a price for one of his poems, which led him to send some of his work to a
publisher. He got turned down several times, but in 1922 he won a contest for short
stories, and shortly after this, his first novel, The Children of Humans (Menneskebonn,
1923) was published.
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